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RENEWABLE & SUSTAINABLE COMMITTEE MEETING 

DATE:    Friday, February 7, 2020 
TIME:  9:30 AM 
LOCATION: Wood County Courthouse – Room 115, Wisconsin Rapids, WI 
 
 
Present:  Jake Hahn, Al Breu, Dave LaFontaine, Bill Leichtnam, Reuben Van Tassel, Nancy Turyk  
 
Others  
Present:  Nicole Gessert, Bill Clendenning, Ben Nikolai, Doug Mahon 
 

1. Call Meeting to Order:  Supervisor Hahn  called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m.  
 

2. Public Comments:  
None 
 

3. Review/approve previous meeting minutes: 
Minutes from the December 20, 2019 R&S Committee meeting. 
Hahn indicated he would like to amend the minutes to indicate he arrived at the meeting at 9:25 a.m. 
 

Motion: (LaFontaine/Breu) to approve the prior meeting minutes. Motion carried unanimously. 

 
4. Energy Study: 

Hahn indicated the energy study came in too late to be added to the packet so he emailed it to everyone. 
Turyk gave a summary of the results of the energy study. Turyk indicated she made connections with UW 
Platteville and Faith Technologies regarding evaluating the energy study results for no charge. Discussion 
ensued.  
 

Motion: (LaFontaine/Breu) to invite UW Platteville and Faith Technologies to evaluate the energy study 
regarding the counties top four energy consumers with the best return on investment. Motion carried 
unanimously. 

 
5. Energy Plan Timelines: 

Hahn indicated the Committee should wait for feedback from UW Platteville and Faith Technologies 
before setting timelines for the energy plan. Discussion ensued. Hahn suggested everyone review the 
energy study before the next meeting to be prepared to go over the plan at the next meeting. 
 

6. Activities Update: 
Turyk shared she attended the Renew conference in Madison and became aware of potential grant 
money for an electric vehicle. Discussion ensued. 
 

7. R&S Lean Process Grants: 
Van Tassel indicated the 2020 updated grant applications are available on the intranet for Department 
Heads with a due date of: 5/22/2020. He indicated he will remind everyone at the next Department Head 
meeting on: 2/26/2020. 
 

8. EV Charging Station: 
Status of the EV Charging station at the Courthouse was questioned. Van Tassel indicated he believes 
we are waiting for more details from the Executive Committee. Discussion ensued. 
 

Motion: (LaFontaine/Leichtnam) to construct an EV charging station as part of County Government that is 
foremost in having a County electric vehicle. Motion carried unanimously. 
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9. Discuss Developers Agreement with Savion: 
Machon reported the developers agreement with Savion is moving along and the County is waiting to 
hear back soon. Kastenholz is working on finalizing to bring to the March County Board meeting. 
Leichtnam questioned the size of the solar project and voiced his concerns with the developers 
agreement indicates double the acreage then originally documented. Discussion ensued. 
 

Motion: (Breu/LaFontaine) to recommend Supervisor Leichtnam to be involved in developers agreement 
discussions. Motion carried unanimously. 

 
10. Future agenda items: 

 Energy Plan – review suggestions 

 EV charging station 

 R&S and Lean Process Grants 

 Invite a representative from Savion to the next meeting 
 

11. Next meeting: 
Thursday, March 5th. 9:00 a.m. @ Wood County Courthouse, room 115. 

 
12. Adjourn Renewable & Sustainable Committee Meeting:  Jake Hahn  declared the meeting adjourned 

@ 11:09 a.m. 
 

Notes by Nicole Gessert, Maintenance Department 
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